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    Introduction 

 

 

After in-depth discussions in Vienna in January this year, 

careful preparations in the following months, and thorough 

selection of participants, the Regional Academy on the United 

Nations (RAUN) started its third year in May 2014, with the first 

session taking place from 5th to 7th in Prague, the Czech Republic.  

 Following two successful years and with experience gained 

since its launch, RAUN has welcomed new participating countries 

this year. In addition to young scholars from Austrian, Czech, 

Hungarian and Serbian universities, participants from Poland and 

Slovakia have joined the Academy this year. A new logo and 

website (www.ra-un.org) have also added a new look to RAUN’s 

identity.  

The Prague session focused on multilateral diplomacy, global 

governance, nuclear safety, and the work of UNESCO. Altogether, 

44 participants from more than 10 nations and their coordinators 

spent three mostly sunny days in Prague and were given lectures 

and presentations by officials from Czech authorities and 

academic professionals. Last but not least, the participants had a 

chance to get to know each other during formal as well as 

informal activities of the session and were divided into groups and 

assigned research topics.   

Preparations for the second session, which will be held in 

Belgrade, Serbia, in late September 2014 and will mainly deal with 

human rights issues, are already underway. The third year of 

RAUN will conclude during the Vienna UN conference in Vienna in 

January 2015.   

  

   

 

 

http://www.ra-un.org/
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              The Programme of the session 

                Monday, 5th May 2014 

 

The session began on Monday, 5th May, at the University of 

Economics in Prague with official welcome and introduction 

speeches given by the president of the Czech United Nations 

Association, Prof. Zuzana Lehmannova and by organizers and 

coordinators.  

Once the session was opened and all the participants briefly 

introduced themselves, the programme went on with the first 

lecture, “The effects of international development aid in achieving 

Development Goals in developing countries”, given by Billy 

Batware. Billy made the lecture rather interactive, kept the 

participants engaged by asking questions and highlighting 

problems and thereby stirred up a debate about various aspects 

of what effects the development aid can have.  

The programme continued with a presentation on 

development intervention of the United Nations Development 

Programme given by Mr. Ladislav Koubek. Mr. Koubek spoke 

mainly about his personal experience with the actual work of the 

UNDP in the Solomon Islands where he worked as a Project 

Manager. He also touched upon problems and conflicts that this 

island nation has been facing. 

Monday afternoon was filled with team research projects 

activities and with a special lecture on Rwandan Genocide given 

by Billy Batware.  

At first, the participants learnt some basic principles of writing 

a research paper with special attention paid to the specifics of 

team work, which is important since the participants have 

different academic background and some may be less experienced 

in writing a paper. They were then divided into teams in which 

they were assigned research topics, all of them related to the UN 

Post-2015 development agenda. For each team, one country 

coordinator was, according to his/her field of expertise and 

interest, chosen as a counsel.   
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From 4:30 p.m., the participants and their coordinators were 

invited, together with a wider public, to a special lecture given on 

the occasion of the commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the 

Rwandan Genocide by Billy Batware, Rwandan genocide survivor 

himself. The title of the presentation, “20 Years on After Rwandan 

Genocide: Never Again – Did the World mean it?”, reveals to a 

large extent, what its key theme was. Apart from some 

introductory information on Rwanda and the root causes of the 

conflict, Billy dealt mainly with the aftermath reaction and steps 

taken by the international community. As the title suggests, the 

focus was on whether the world’s pledge to never let another 

Rwanda happen again was really meant. 

Before concluding the first day of the Prague session during an 

official welcome reception, the participants had a chance to meet 

in teams and discuss their research topic with their counsels.   
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              The Programme of the session 

                Tuesday, 6th May 2014 

 

The second day started at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Czech Republic where participants were privy to a series of 

lectures given by the Head of UN Department, Mr. Ivan Pinter, the 

Head of Department for Human Rights & Transition Policy, Ms. 

Veronika Bajgarová, the Head of International Law Department, 

Mr. Petr Válek, the Head of Development Cooperation & 

Humanitarian Aid Department, Ms. Zuzana Hlavičková and the 

Head of Multilateral Economic Relations Department, Mr. 

Vlastimil Tesař. In their presentations, they spoke primarily about 

responsibilities and role of their respective departments and 

about working relations between the Czech Government and the 

Foreign Ministry and United Nations’ institutions and agencies.  

Being one of the founding member states of the UN, the Czech 

Republic has been participating in the work of the UN very 

actively. Among the current Czech priorities in the UN are the 

strengthening of the UN system so that it is able to act more 

decisively and effectively, promotion and protection of human 

rights which is one of the long-term key priorities of the Czech 

foreign policy, activities in the areas of climate change protection 

and sustainable development and implementation of the MDGs.  

After a short visit of the state rooms of the Czernin Palace, the 

seat of the Ministry which host receptions, negotiations, 

conferences and expert talks, the participants headed back to the 

University of Economics. The afternoon there was reserved for a 

lecture on the international context of nuclear energy given by 

Ms. Dana Drábová, President of the State Office for Nuclear 

Safety. Her more technical presentation was refreshing and 

reminded participants of how diverse the work for the UN or in 

UN related fields could be.    
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In her lecture, Ms. Drábová drew on her international 

experience - she served as a President of Western European 

Nuclear Regulators Association (WENRA) and took part in several 

IAEA expert missions in the field of upgrading radiation protection 

infrastructure in developing countries (Armenia, Moldova, 

Uzbekistan, Ukraine, Jordan).  

Another demanding day ended with an informal part of the 

programme – dinner and a party, during which participants got to 

know each other better and had a lot of fun together.   
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              The Programme of the session 

                Wednesday, 7th May 2014 

 

The Prague session concluded on Wednesday morning with a 

visit to the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech 

Republic. The participants were welcomed by the Vice-

Chairperson of the Chamber of Deputies and President of National 

Commission for UNESCO, Mr. Petr Gazdík. The Participants learnt 

basic facts about the political system of the Czech Republic, 

mainly about the structure, the role, and functioning of the 

Parliament. The head of the Secretariat of the Czech Commission 

for UNESCO, Mr. Karel Komárek, then gave a lecture on the work 

of and Czech activities in UNESCO and discussed the issues further 

with participants. Finally, the participants spent a while on the 

visitors’ gallery and viewed the actual plenary session of the 

Chamber of Deputies.  

    Filled with more knowledge and with many thought-

provoking ideas in their mind, the participants left the Parliament 

just before noon and with that the first session of the third year of 

RAUN came to a conclusion.   
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    Conclusion 

 

 

The third year of the Regional Academy on the United Nations 

kicked off successfully with the first session taking place in Prague 

from 5th to 7th May 2014. The participants and their coordinators 

spent three demanding days full of lectures, presentations and 

visits to the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to the Chamber 

of Deputies of the Czech Parliament. A considerable part of the 

programme was also devoted to team research projects activities.  

The participants showed strong interest in the programme and 

commitment to RAUN and actively participated in the discussions 

and debates. They seemed to have enjoyed the beauty of Prague 

and to leave Prague satisfied with the programme and already 

looking forward to meeting again in Belgrade in September and 

proceeding with their work on research projects.  

 

   

 

 


